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Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
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the examiner. 
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Examiner Interview Discussion ... 



Examiner Dang: 



Attached is a document titled "Examiner Interview Discussion Material" which 
contains a set of proposed claim amendments. My proposed agenda for our 
interview is as follows: 

* Notation of proposed amendment to allowed claim 27 (and->or to 
ensure only one is required to infringe in light of recent Fed Cir. case 
law) ; 

* Brief discussion of proposed amendments to address 112 rejections of 
object-to claims (the information exchanged "about software" need not 
necessarily mean software executing at the time of the information is 
exchanged thus the claims have been amended to read "software executable on 
..." to address the concern) ; 

* Brief discussion of the primary reference Lin (while information may 
be transferred docking station to notebook, Lin's docking station does not 
independently determine whether docking of the two devices should take 
place) ; 

* Discussion of proposed amendments to independent claims 1,12 and 35 
in relation to Lin (highlighting the docking station's independent 
determination of whether the devices should dock) ; and 

* Discussion of claim 29 in relation to Lin, as well as the proposed 
amendments to Lin. 

I look forward to hearing from you . 
Mark 



Mark E. Scott 

Patent Attorney 

Conley Rose P.C. 

600 Travis, Suite 7100 

Houston, Texas 77002 

DD 713-238-8049 

Fax 713-238-8008 

Privileged Attorney-Client Communication. 
«Examiner Interview Discussion Material . pdf» 
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EXAMINER INTERVIEW DISCUSSION MATERIAL 



1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a notebook computer having an expansion bus; 

a docl<ing station having an expansion bus; and 

a communication pathway coupling the notebook computer and the docking 
station; 

wherein the notebook computer determines whether the notebook computer 
expansion bus should be coupled to the docking station expansion bus bv 
communicating commun i cat e s across the communication pathway 
d e t e rmino whothor tho dock i ng s tation fc compatib l o with th e not e book 
oomputor , and wherein the docking station detemnines whether the docking 
station expansion bus should be coupled to the notebook computer 
expansion bus bv communication commun i cat es across the communication 
pathwa y to d e t e rm i n e wh e th e r th e notebook comput e r is compatiblo with 
th e dock i ng station, e ach communication prior to e loctrical l y coupling tho 
e xpans i on bus of th e not e book comput e r to th e expansion bus of tho 
dock i ng station . 

2. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 1 wherein said communication 
pathway further comprises a serial communication pathway. 

3. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 2 wherein the serial 
communication pathway further comprises an Inter-Integrated Circuit (PC) bus. 

4. (Currently Amended) The computer system as described in claim 1 wherein the 
notebook computer further comprises: 

a microprocessor; 

a system main memory; 

a first bridge logic device coupling said microprocessor and system main memory; 



a second bridge logic device coupled to the first bridge logic device by way of a 
primary expansion bus; 

a notebook docking connector coupled to the second bridge logic device by way of 
the expansion bus of the notebook computer, the expansion bus being a 
secondary expansion bus; 

an input/output device coupled to the second bridge logic device by way of a 
secondary expansion bus, and wherein said input/output device is 
configured to communicate across the communication pathway to 
determine whether the notebook computer expansion bus should be 
coupled to the docking station expansion bus th e dock i ng station is 
oompatiblo with tho notobook oomputor ; and 

wherein said communication pathway is a notebook computer serial bus coupled 
between the docking connector and the input/output device. 

5. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 4 wherein the notebook 
computer serial bus further comprises an Inter-Integrated Circuit (PC) bus. 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer system as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
docking station further comprises: 

a docking station docking connector; 

a bus bridge coupled to the docking station docking connector, wherein said bus 
bridge bridges the secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to 
an expansion bus of the docking station; 

a docking station serial bus coupled to the docking station docking connector; 

a microcontroller coupled to the docking station serial bus, and wherein said 
microcontroller is configured to communicate across the communication 
pathway to determine whether the docking station expansion bus should be 
coupled to the notebook computer expansion bus th e not e book computer is 
compatibl e w i th th e docking s tat i on . 



7. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 6 wherein the serial 
communication pathway further comprises an Inter-Integrated Circuit (PC) bus. 

8. (Currently Amended) The computer system as defined in claim 6 further 
comprising: 

a read only memory device (ROM) coupled so the second bridge logic device of 
said notebook computer; 

a serial electrically programmable read only memory device (EPROM) coupled to 
the docking station serial bus; 

wherein the input/output device of said notebook computer is further adapted to 
read information from the serial EPROM across the docking station serial 
bus as part of determining whether the docking station is compatible with 
the notebook computer; and 

wherein the microcontroller of the docking station is further adapted to read 
information from said notebook computer ROM across the notebook 
computer serial bus as part of detemriining whether the docking station 
expansion bus should be coupled to the notebook computer expansion 
bus th e not e book comput e r i s compat i bl e w i th th e docking s tation . 

9. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 4 wherein the notebook 
computer further comprises: 

said notebook computer serial bus having a plurality of conductors; 

said secondary expansion bus having a plurality of conductors; 

a plurality of electrically controlled switches coupled one each between the docking 

connector and each of the plurality of conductors of the serial bus and the 

secondary expansion bus; and 
said input/output device having a plurality of digital output signals coupled to the 

plurality of electrically controlled switches, said output signals configured to 

selectively activate the plurality of electrically controlled switches. 



10. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein the input/output 
device is configured to activate the digital output signals coupled to the electrically 
controlled switches of the serial bus to allow the notebook computer and the docking 
station to communicate when determining whether the notebook computer and the 
docking station are compatible. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer system as defined in claim 9 wherein the 
input/output device is configured to activate the digital output signals coupled to the 
electrically controlled switches of the secondary expansion bus after a detenmination by 
both the notebook computer and the docking station that their respective expansion 
buses should be coupled togethe r that th e not e book comput e r and dock i ng stat i on arc 
compatib le. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of docking a notebook computer to a docking 
station, the method comprising: 

coupling the notebook computer to the docking station; 

transfemng information about software o ^xecutable on the docking station to the 
notebook computer; 

transfemng infomnation about software of -executable on the notebook computer to 
the docking station; 

determining by the notebook computer whether the notebook computer and the 
docking station are sufficiently compatible to couple their expansion buses 
based on the informatio a and detemiining by the docking station whether 
the notebook computer and the docking station are siificientlv compatible 
to couple their expansion buses based on the information : and if both the 
notebook computer and the docking station agree to at least partial 
compatibility, 

electrically coupling a secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to a bus 
bridge in the docking station. 



13. (Currently Amended) A method of docking a notebook computer to a docking 
station, the method comprising: 

couplino the notebook computer to the docking station: 

transferring information about software executable on the docking station to the 

notebook computer by 
Tho method as d e fin e d i n c l aim 12 wh e r ei n transf e rr i ng infomiation b e tw ee n th e 
not e book computer and th e docking station furth e r compris e s: 

establishing a serial communication pathway between the notebook 

computer and the docking station: and 
transfemng a read only memory (ROM) date of the docking station 
across the serial communication pathway to the notebook 
computer; af>4 

transferring information about software executable on the notebook computer to 
the docking station by transferring a ROM date of the notebook computer 
across the serial communication pathway to the docking stationr* 

detemriining whether the notebook computer and the docking station are 
compatible based on the infonmation: and if both the notebook computer 
and the docking station agree to at least partial compatibility 

electrically coupling a secondan/ expansion bus of the notebook computer to a bus 
bridge in the docking station. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method as defined in claim 13 wherein establishing 
the serial communication pathway further comprises closing a plurality of electrically 
controlled switches coupling the serial communication pathway between the notebook 
computer and the docking station. 

15. (Original) The method as defined in claim 13 wherein transferring information 
across the serial communication pathway further comprises transfemng information 
across an Inter-Integrated Circuit (PC) bus. 



16. (Currently Amended) A method of docking a notebook computer to a djcking 
station, the method comprising: 

coupling the notebook computer to the docking station: 

transferring information about software executable on the docking station to the 
notebook computer: 

transferring information about software executable on the notebook computer to 
the docking station: 

determining whether the notebook computer and the docking station are 

compatible based on the information by 
Th e method as d e f i n e d i n cla i m 12 wher e in d e t e rmining wh e th e r th e not e book 
comput e r and th e docking s tation ar e compat i bl e furth e r compris e s: 

executing a program in the notebook computer which program 
detenmines whether the ROM date of the docking station is 
compatible with the notebook computer; 
executing a , program in the docking station which determines 
whether ROM date of the notebook computer is compatible 
with the docking station; and 
communicating a message by said docking station to said notebook 
computer, the message being one of approval and 
disapproval of electrically coupling the secondary expansion 
bus of the notebook computer to the bus bridge in the docking 
stationrj 

electrically coupling a secondan/ expansion bus of the notebook computer to a bus 
bridge in the docking station if both the notebook computer and the docking 
station agree to at least partial compatibility. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method as defined in claim 16 wherein executing the 
program in the notebook computer further comprises comparing the ROM date of the 
docking station to a table containing information about a plurality of docking stations. 



18. (Previously Presented) The method as defined in claim 16 wherein executing the 
program in the docking station further comprises comparing the ROM date of the 
notebook computer to a table containing information about a plurality of notebook 
computers. 

19. (Original) The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the determining step further 
comprises: 

determining whether software in said docking station enables maximum 

functionality with the notebook computer; and if not, 
notifying a computer system user of a need to upgrade the docking station 

software. 

20. (Original) The method as defined in claim 12, wherein the determining step further 
comprises: 

determining whether software in the notebook computer enables maximum 

functionality with the docking station; and if not, 
notifying a computer system user of a need to upgrade the notebook computer 

software. 

21 . (Original) The method as defined in claim 20, wherein the determining step further 
comprises: 

detemiining whether software in said docking station enables maximum 

functionality with the notebook computer; and if not. 
notifying a computer system user of a need to upgrade the docking station 

software. 

22. (Original) The method as defined in claim 21, wherein notifying the computer 
system user further comprises sending a message across a serial communication 
pathway to notify the computer system user. 



23. (Original) The method as defined in claim 12 wherein electrically coupling the 
secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to the bus bridge in the docking 
station further comprises closing a plurality of electrically controlled switches coupling the 
secondary expansion bus of the notebook to the bus bridge of the docking station. 

24. -26. (Cancelled). 

27. (Currently Amended) A docking station operable to dock to a notebook computer, 
the docking station comprising: 

a docking station docking connector; 

a bus bridge coupled to the docking station docking connector, wherein said bus 
bridge bridges a secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to an 
expansion bus of the docking station; 
a docking station serial bus coupled to the docking station docking connector; and 
a microcontroller coupled to the docking station serial bus. said microcontroller 
configured to determine the compatibility of the notebook computer by 
reading at least one of a read only memory (ROM) date afld-or a product 
code of the notebook over the docking station serial bus. 

28. (Previously Presented) The docking station as defined in claim 27 wherein the 
microcontroller is further configured to communicate a vote to the notebook computer 
regarding whether to couple the secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to 
the expansion bus of the docking station. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a notebook computer being docked 
to a docking station, the method comprising: 

coupling a serial bus to the docking station; 

transferring information about the docking station across the serial bus to the 
notebook computer; 

receiving a vote from the docking station being one a vote to couple a secondary 
expansion bus of the notebook computer to the docking station and or a 



vote not to couple the secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer 

to the docking station; 
determining the compatibility of the notebook computer based on the transferred 

information; and if the notebook computer is compatible with the docking 

station and the docking station votes to couple, 
coupling the secondary expansion bus of the notebook computer to the docking 

station. 

30. (Original) The method as defined in claim 29 wherein coupling the serial bus to 
the docking station further comprises: 

coupling the serial bus of the notebook computer to a plurality of electrically 
controlled switches, which switches selectively couple the serial bus of the 
notebook to a serial bus of the docking station; 
activating the plurality of electrically controlled switches; by 
asserting an output signal of a device within the notebook computer. 

31 . (Original) The method as defined in claim 30 wherein asserting an output signal of 
a device within the notebook computer further comprises asserting a general purpose 
digital output signal of a Super Input/Output controller. 

32. (Original) The method as defined in claim 29 wherein coupling the secondary 
expansion bus of the notebook computer to the docking station further comprises: 

coupling bus conductors of the secondary expansion bus to a plurality of 
electrically controlled switches, which switches selectively couple the 
secondary expansion bus to the docking station; 
activating the plurality of electrically controlled switches; by 
asserting an output signal of a device within the notebook computer. 

33. (Original) The method as defined in claim 32 wherein asserting an output signal of 
a device within the notebook computer further comprises asserting a general purpose 
digital output signal of a Super Input/Output controller. 



34. (Original) The method as defined in claim 29 further comprising generating a 
message for a computer system user if said docking station requires a software update. 

35. (Original) A method of operating a docking station for docking with a notebook 
computer, the method comprising: 

transferring information about the notebook computer across a communication 
pathway; 

determining by the docking station the compatibility of the docking station with the 
notebook computer based on the information; and, based on that 
determination, 

sending a message across said commun i cat i on pathwa v -from the docking station 
to the notebook computer indicating one of the docking station's approval or 
disapproval of further electrically coupling the docking station to the 
notebook computer. 

36. (Original) The method as defined in claim 35 further comprising sending a 
message across the communication pathway which invokes a message to the notebook 
computer user indicating the need to upgrade software of the notebook computer. 

37. (Original) The method as defined in claim 36 wherein sending the message 
across the communication pathway further comprises sending the message across an 
Inter-Integrated Circuit (PC) bus. 



